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CHAPTER II

SCANDALS AND EXPOSURES UNDER THE
WEIMAR REPUBLIC
APART from the influx of foreign workers after 1918 to cope with
the urgent reconstruction required in the northern and eastern
provinces of France, there were three other very different types
of immigrants.
"And a mixed multitude went up with them" is how the
Bible describes the exodus of the children of Israel out of Egypt.
A weakened body often seems to attract microbes and disease,
or at best lacks the resistance of the strong and healthy: France
after the war soon became the meeting-place for the "mixed
multitudes *' of the world. They would not have been able
seriously to harm, and certainly not to ravage, a sound, well-set-
up organism with a strong social infra-structure. But the nation
was still stunned by the shock of the 1917 mutinies that " Pere
Petain" had quelled, by the agony of holding on for those
famous M last five minutes " longer than the other side of the
Rhine, by the effects of the titanic struggle on economic,
financial, social and political spheres. In such a tune, when to
dance on a volcano or feast by the " plague-pit of Verona "
seemed natural, the amoral and asocial influence of the
great international adventurers and the contemptible Italian
apaches of the Cote d'Azur merely tended to emphasize the
progressive disintegration of a feverish body.
The same causes produce the same effects in nature, in nations
and in all ranks of society. The same spirit was widespread in
the popular masses, with strikes in Imperial Germany in 1917
and mutinies among the troops in Republican France.
The same desire to get the most out of life animated the
officers and men of both armies, whether on leave in-Paris or
Berlin. It was not pure hazard, but the hard consequence of the
materialistic historical law manifest in the disintegration of the
feudal and bourgeois elements in Russia that the bulk of this
" mixed multitude", which was for a time tcr flood Europe,
especially Germany and France (though the "continent" of the
British Isles was not entirely spared), came mainly from the East.
These newcomers were relatively small in number, but noisily
active, preying on the countries like oriental locusts, not, how-
ever, to be destroyed by the simple expedient of spraying them